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FEAR! 


FEAR!—What has the christian to 

jo with fear ? Is not GOD omnipo- 
‘k- Bent, and has he not said “ Fear not 
1 am with thee—my rod and my 
tafi—they shall comfort thee.”— 
Suppose a man threatens—who is 
preatest, he or GOD? Suppose a 
ost of men arise against us—who 
attered the enemies of David ?— 
vho filled with array of hosts from 
feaven the mountain where Elijah 










. ood ? Suppose poverty stare us in 
ife Bhe face—who feeds the young raven 

nd the sparrow ?— Suppose pesti- 
‘a] ence enter our homes— who has pro- 


nised to put underneath us his ever- 

asting arms ?—Suppose death en- 
‘et Bomb our friends—who has promised 
» happy meeting, or joys far better, 
ternally to remain? What if the 
hand of death palsy our hearts—See 
we not yon beaming mansions—hear 
8 Bre not those celestial harps—Behold 
he innumerable company, whom no 
an can number, all waiting to wel- 
ome us—the cherubim and serephim 
eady to attend us—CHRIST, our 
-* fhead, with open arms to receive us— 


he HOLY COMFORTER hailing 










ur approach—and the everlasting 
he FATHER holding to view the crown 
he fof glory, the pledge of immortal fa- 
‘Y-Mvor and love. 
'Y-@ Why then should the christian 


ear >—But there are enemies within 
im—his own heart is full of them— 
Well, GOD has promised to be the 
strength of our heart, to overcome 
them, as well as to be our portion 
forever—The fiery darts of the adver- 
sary, too, may assai] us—the prince 
of devils is our foe—he is mighty ; he 
18 terrible; he has myriads of un- 
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clean spirits at command— Well, and 
what then—who gives you the shield 
of faith ?—who vanqdished him who 
had the power of death?—Is it not 
CHRIST who goes forth conquering 
and to conquer ? Is it not him who 
could annihilate eternity 9—Who is 
GOD; terrible in vengeance, and be- 
fore whom all hosts of Satan are as 
sands before the Ocean ? 

’Tis true the christian must fight ; 
—he must struggle;—he must con- 
tend manfuily ;—but still, he should 
be of good cheer.—Tha Captain of 
his salvation always accompanies him. 
-—-Angelic hosts surround him. His 
combat too is but for an instant, and 
his happiness shall be eternal. Soon 
will his Captain command him. to 
lay down his weapons, and enter in- 
to rest, coeternal with Divinity. 

And should. not the christian re- 
Joice at an opportunity of serving his 
master? There is work enough .to 
be done to his glory in this world ; 
there are millions who have gone 
astray from him—whose eternal 
happiness is in danger. is it right 
then,. slothfully to desire to leave the 
field and fly to premature repose ? 
No—while a single soul remains un- 
saved ; while a single tear damps a 
cheek in our world, let the christian 
be active ;—let him diligently labor, 
leaving the time of his translation to 
GOD. : 

CHRIST said, I have overcome 
the world—how then can the world 
harm us, if we hold fast our faith? 
Hell and earth combined can never 
frighten a soul who is strong in the 
LORD and in the power of his might. 
Toes any one ask how this strength is 
to be obtained? By prayer—by using 
the appointed means of grace, The 
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Ribie and prayer are the great means. 
Be diligent in them, and we may re- 
joice over éarth and Hell, until with 
our foot on the neck of death we’ 
epring above all things terrestial, and 
soar high in the celestial worlds. 


: 
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SERIOUS CAUTION 
- AGAINST ‘TRUSTING TO A 
DEATH BED REPENTANCE: 
A SERMON 7 
By JAMES KEMP, D. D. 
Suffragan Bishop of the Diodess 
of Maryland 





During 2 ministry of about twenty- 
five years, ny duty has frequently 
éalled me to visit persona, under eve. 
ry kind of distress,;and | have ‘seen 
the variotis ae produced upon the 
mind by affliction. Ft hes also occu- 
pied’ no inconsiderablé part of my 
time to visit the sick,’ and to edminis- 
tér to them’ the ordinaiices of religion. 
The last moments of life F Nave often 
witnessed,.and watched the motions 
of the departing soul. F have héard. 
the most bitter laméntetions, and seen 
the most pungent grief. Fhavye per- 
ceived courpdsute arid peate produced 
by a confident faith in the blood of 
Christ, andI have heard maziy fears 
and doubts expressed to the vary last. 
But in’ no case,’ has if failed to be a 
tiiatter of extremé regrét, that reli- 
gion had been put offto the hour of 
affliction, or to the bed of death’ 

An. still it is a subject of great ap- 
prehension with me, that undue con- 
fidence is placed on death-bed repen- 
tance. Often have I warned my hear- 
érs against trusting to so precarious a 
dépendence ; and now f send out this 
little piece among them, to bea dai- 
ly monitor against so fallacious 4 line 
of conduct. It may, with a divine 
blessing, move the hearts of some, 
that I have been unable to reach > and 
continue to enforce an early attention 


to religion, when my lips siiall kg 
sealed by death. 

There cannot, in my view, be, 
tore dangerous way of thinking 
than to suppose that religion is to ba 
assumed ina moment. Keligion cop. 
tains principles by which our live 
are daily to Ue regulated ; religiog— \ 
has established ordinances and sacra.f 7. 
thents, by which our hearts, our aff ® 
fections, and our tewpérs are to hf 
influenced ; religion offers ad atone.) 
ment for sin, which we have to ap. 
ply ; religion promises divine aid, tom 
help our infirmities and to fortify our 
hearts against thé attacks of sin ; ref 
ligion' unfolds views, promises and 
threats, that ought never to be absent 4. 
from cur minds. Itis true, the serif 7 
evs application of religion, must have] _ 
a beginning ; to a diseased person,! %. 
there must be a moment when the — 
use of suitable remedies commences ; 
repentance with a sinner, must have 
its beginning as well as its consum- 
mation. But what I wish to guard} 
men against is, the deliberate calcu. 
lation, that they may put off the ap 
plication of religion to their hearts, 
to any certain period, or to amy par. 
ticular situation. 

It is not uncommon to find persons; 
who have some serious veligious im- 
pressicns, and wish to receive the Sa. 
crament of the Liord’s Supper, defer- 
ring this important duty to a death: 
bed. To ali such I would apply the 
admonition of St. James: ‘ What is 
* your life? “It iseven a vapour, 
“ that appéaréth for a little time, and 
‘‘ then vanisheth away.” 























ST. MATH. xxv. 10. 


And they that were ready went im_ 
with him to the marriage, and 
the door was shut. 


THE objest of the parable of the 
ten virgins, from which my text is 
taken, is to shew, that the nature of 
religion and the situation of men re 
quire, that we should be always re® 
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y for the great and interesting event 
OT oaed oad of course, that any ex- 
ertiona, made under the alarm of its 
inmediate approach, are either vain 
op at best but hazardous. This. will 
appear in a more striking view, when 
we trace the intention of the several 
'& parts of the parable. 


the kingdom of heaven.is meant 
mS the visible Chaureh of Christ on earth. 
' WwW hen it is gaid ‘ the kingdom of 
1 qheaven shall bs likened unto ten vir- 
‘aE 
of piping,” 1 implies by a mode of speech, 


be ‘common in the gospe!s, the conduct 
‘of men under this dispensation will 
‘Pe like that of ten virgins, five of 
hom were wise and five foolish — 
The bridegroom is intended to desig- 
pate our Lord, and his coming in the 
pight, with some other circumstances 
Qo the’ parable, are founded .upan 
‘Fastern customs, that then prevailed 
et marriages. The ten virgins re- 
q resent the body of professing chris- 
‘Bians. From the number of wise and 
foolich, we are not authorized to draw 
2) pny conclusions respecting the num. 
7 + of righteous and wicked in the 
} church, because on other occasions 
sour Lord declined giving any infor- 
: pation, as to the number that should 
Phe saved. Besides, this is merely a 
circumstance and not the leading view 
bof the parable. ‘The light of the 
‘lamps and the plentiful supply of ail 
‘that the wise provided, are well cal- 
‘culated to mark the nature and effica- 
¢y of christian principles, when re- 
gularly supported by a pious applica- 
lion of the means of grace. The fol- 
ly of not pseparing’a sufficient supply 
a oil to last, even if the bridegroom 
should defer his coming to a late 
Fhour, is intended to shew how pre- 
¢arious the situation of these is, who 
are thoughtless and improvident in 
their spiritual concerns. Their all 
sleeping may imply, that men may 
repose in ease and tranquillity, pro- 
vided they he prepared for the com- 
ing of their Lord. The situation of 
the wise virgins, at the coming of the 





bridegroom, denotes the happy and 
prepared state of the righteous, while 
that of the foolish shews the anxiety 
of the wicked to become prepared, 
when it is too late. The door being 
shut is to be received as a proof, that 
after death there is no possibility of 
preparing, but unwise as they had 
been in time, they must be excluded 
from the enjoyments of communion 
with their Lord in eternity. 

What reliance is to be placed upon 
a death-bed repentance has been a 
subject of serious concern among 
christians ; not indeed, that it ought 
to be 80, for surely their eternal sal- 
vatian is not of so little importance, 
that they should wish to secure it in 
a few hours by some devotional exer- 
cises. But the infatuations of sin are 
so strong—the allurements of the 
world are so delusive, that some seem 
to be desirous to ‘compound with hea- 
ven bya enitent. death. 

rom this parable, it would seem 
that no reliance is to ‘be placed on 
any preparation made on a death bed, 
for although the coming of the bride- 
groom was announced some time be- 
fore the door was shut, yet time wag. 
not allowed for the foolish virgins to 
go and purchase oil. This case, how- 
ever, may be considered as placed in 
the strongest view, as the object of 
the parable is to shew the propriety 
of being always readv. ‘* Wate 
therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour, wherein the son of 
man cometh:” 

We sometimes find persons, who 
have been brought to reflection and 
repentance by sickness, adhere to 
their good resolutions and become 
pure and holy. And although the 
business was only begun ona sick bed, 
yet we must suppese, the determina- 
tions to have been strong and the re- 
pentance sincere. This then being; 
the case, we cannot but hope, that 
there is some time such a heart-felt 
sorrow forsin, and such an entire 
conversion of the soul to God, that 



















through his mercy and the merit of 
our Redeemer, eternal happiness 
may be secured. And it is under 
this expectation, that we encourage 
and assist persons on a sick bed to 
perform a true and acceptable repen- 
tance. Indeed sickness as well as 
any other kind of adversity, may be 
considered as .one of those means, 
employed by God to bring sinners to 
reflection and to repentance. The 
Holy Spirit avails himself of all such 
occasions to promote the salvation of 
men. And the case of the penitent 
thief upon the cross stands as a proof, 
that there may be, even in the last 
moments, such a change of heart, as 
to render the person an object of mer- 
cy. But while we admit the pos- 
sibility ofan acceptable repentance 
upon a death bed, there are many 
reasons of the most cogent nature, 
to deter us from placing any reliance 
upon the exertions of the mind, dis- 
turbed and agitated, as it often is, 
on a death bed. 

The first that I shall adduce arises 
from the very nature of true repen- 
tance. To lament and bewail our 
transgressions is to do but little in 
this great work. There must be a 
complete change of the principles, 
the affections, and the habits. The 
heart must love and reverence God. 
The passions, appetites and propensi- 
ties must a)] be rendered subservient 
to his laws. There must be an hum- 
ble but a confident reliance upon our 
Redeemer ; and the most ardent as- 
piration of soul after divine grace, to 
strengthen and confirm the holy de- 
terminations, and to bring the heart 
and the life to that standard of purity 
fixed by divine revelation. And can 
all this be accomplished in a season 
of langour and disease ? under the 
severity of pain or in the delirium of 
a fever! | 

Even when there are penitent e- 
motions of soul, the efficacy of these 
is only to be ascertained by a return 
of health and of former temptations 
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and trials. It is aserious and an a). 
duous warfare to subdue passions lo, 
indulged, to overcome habits lop 
predominant, to fix the faith and {, 
purify the heart. It is a warfar 
that will require hard labour, fir, 
perseverance, much meditation anq 
much prayer. It is a warfare, tha 
cannot be completed without the a;. 
mour of God, the breast-plate y 
righteousness, the shield of faith, the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword off 
the Spirit. To the standard diving 
revelation, the heart must be brought} 
to the pure maxims and excellen 
rules of this religion, the desires an; 
habits must be rendered conformab| 
For neither tears nor lamentation? 
will entitle us to the kingdom of hea 
ven, unless the same mind be in w 
that was in Christ Jesus. ‘ 
Besides, on a death bed, we cay 
seldom make adequate amends fo) 
the injuries that our sins have done! 
our neighbours or to the world a 
large. Howcan a dying man mak: 
any redress, for the severe distress o: 
the extensive injuries that his false” 
hoods or his calumnies have broughi 
upon the innocent! How can he, if 
any degree, make up for the abuse « 
his talents, which ought to have beer 
improved to the best of purposes 
for the squandering of his wealth o 
sin, with which he might have don 
much good—for the wasting of his 
time upon folly, which might have 
been rendered exceedingly useful-- 
for his violation of the Lord’s day, 
one of the most merciful institution 
of God—for the ravages his sinfn] ex 
ample has made in the world, parti 
cularly among the young and thought 
less? Can a few moments’ lamenta 
tion cancel the guilt of all this?— 
And particularly when it is remem: 
bered, that he was often warned o 
his danger and often admonished .to 
repent ? 
' But farther, christian repentence 
must be founded on faith, otherwise 
it will not avail to salvation. And 
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can he, who, while his understanding 
was clear and his judgment vigorous, 

retended that there were difficulties 
on the subject of christian faith, 
which he could not surmount, in the 
feeble and languid moments of expir- 
ing life, attain a correct and saving 
faith ? 

It is readily admitted, that some otf 
the most difficult ebstacies to true 
christian faith wil] totally disappear 
on a death bed—an attachment to fa- 
vourite vices—an ungovernable rage 
for pleasure—an affectation of wis- 
dom, consisting of wayward reason- 
ing and unsound principles. These— 
all these, will make little resistance 
witha dying man. But even when 
these obstacles are surmounted, infor- 
mation is necessary to form a correct 
faith. Itis necessary to know that 
the merciful plan by which we can 
be saved, is through the merits ofa 
Redeemer. It is necessary to know, 
that this was the appointment of God, 
and carried into effect by Christ And 
it is necessary. that the circumstan- 
ces attending the revelation of this 
wonderful plan, should be so deeply 
impressed on the mind, as to produce 
an unlimited and unreserved contfi- 
dence in it. And can al] this be done 
in the short intermission of burning 
fever, or amidst the struggles for de- 
parting life! 

It must, I think, be admitted, that 
even in a state of health and vigour, 
faith is not to be deemed genuine, till 
after an experience of its overcoming 
the world ; of its subduing all per- 
verse dispositions—all unruly tempers 
and purifying the heart; ofits shield- 
ing us against all the attacks of Sa- 
tan, and enabling us to resist the cor- 
ruptions of the world. VAatsoever 
ts born of God overcometh the world; 
and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.* 
Faith purifieth the heart.+ Holi- 
ness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord,t must be the result of 


* 1 John v. 4, 6. ¢ Acts xv.9. ¢Heb. xii 14. 


repentance founded 6n faith. And ho 
liness consists in a sanctified heart, a 
heart iu which the Holy Spirit has 
taken up hig residence, and from 
which spring all the fruits produced 
by a soul in which this divine gvest 
condescends to dwell. Bat how often 
do we find the repentence of a sick 
bed passing away like an evening 
cloud, or the morning dew ! How of- 
ten do we find persons, who in the 
prospect of death lamented and be- 
wailed their sins—who promised, if 
it should please God to restore them 
to health, they would redeem the 
time that had been wasted in sin— 
would spend every remaining day in 
the service of God and in communion 
with Christ—would not only profess 
to follow, but would really follow theie 
Savior at all hazards and in defiance 
of every temptation; and after ail, in 
a few months, returning to ein with 
double ardour : engaging in iniquity 
with mad fury! Alas! what cona- 
dence is to be placed then in sick-bed 
determinations !!! To prepare us for 
heaven, transient wishes—sickly de- 
terminations will not avail. The soul 


must be transformed tothe image of 
God. ‘- 


The second reason, that I shall - — 
urge against trusting to a death-bed 
repentance, arises from the circum< 
stances and situation in which this re- 
pentance is produced. ‘To flee te 
God, when every thing else fails; to 
lament our sins when weare on the 
very brink of ruin ; to have recourse 
to a Saviour, when every other ex- 
pedient is vain ; to give up the world, 
with al] its vanities, when on this 
world our eyes are about to cloce for 
ever, would seem to yield little ground 
of hope! The poor unfortunate rebel, 
who never lays down his weapone, 
till he is able to use them no more, 
has little to expect from the clemen- 
ey of his conqueror. To sin in our 
best days, when reason was clear and 
judgment strong; to yield to pes. 
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aon till passion ndd espired ; to neg- 
tect and despise all the friendiy warn- 
mes, and all the holy means, which 
our divine Master in his infinite good- 
ness, has appointed to reclaim. sin- 
ners and to support christians; and 
tien, at the close of the svene, to try 
ty compromise with heaven, would 
geem to imply a confidence impious 
snd vain. 

Besides, it is one of the clearest 
<ioctrines of seripture, that a com. 
piet ie change cannot be effected in a 
ener, without the eid ef the Holy 
Spirit. Aad this aid is not to be ob- 

tained but ia the appointed © way. dt 
ig true, sincere and fervent prayer 
will always secure this aid. But it is 
mot to be expected to operate, on or- 
dimary occasions, 8o as instantane- 
eusly to transform a sinner mito a 
gaint. it only assists the powers of 
mas, helps his infirmities, and ena- 
bles him both to will and to-do the 
good pleasure cf God. Moreover, 
they who sleep on, like the foolish 
wirgins, tilldeath come; they who 
neglect all the means of grace, ill in 
the - #ery grasp of the king of ter rors ; 
ahney whomn-no advice could influence, 
no adinoniions could induce te apply 
for divine aid in time, can hardly ex- 
pect tu secure it, inan extraordinary 
degree, in such acrisis. The foolish 
virgins were exceedingly anxious to 
procure o:| for their lamps; they ap- 

7 but the wise had 


plied to tie wise, 
mone to spare; and while they went 
to purchase, the bridegroom came 


gad the door was shut. 

Anetiier reason, why it is exceed- 
aed Wnwise to trast to a death-bed 

yepentance is, many accidents and 
diseases put an end to life in an in- 
slant, without even affording time to 
put upa prayer to heaven Some- 
times, it is true, death approaches in 
a slow and gradual manner, yielding 
time to the person to view his life in 
every aspect, to repent his sins, and 
to prepare his soul fora happy eter- 

nity. Butonthe other jand, there 


> 
momeitt. * 


are diseases, that soon destr roy the 
senses, and render all rational actg 
impossible. ‘There aré many ace. 
dents and.calamities incident to the 
life of. Man, that break its thread in a 
And to sach diseases, and 
tosuch accideate aad calamities are 
sinners most exposed. How often ig 
the infatuated «drunkard exposed to 
such accidents ! dow many sad in- 
stances have we heard of his expiring 
in a ditch, or being killed by, to aj 
appearance, the smallest accident.— 
How often is the debauchee arrested 
in his sinful career, by a raging fe- 
ver, that cleses his sin and kis Hie in 
sad despair! And-ever in the .ordina- 
ry course of life, he who rises to day, 
healthy and well, may sink, with the 
setting sun, inte the silent grave: 
He who jsaves his bome, either on 
business ar on any other account, may 
be carried back a lifeless corpse. 

dn every view, then, it is extreme- 
ly hazardous to put off preparation 
for eternity, to a death-bed. The 
salvation of all such is uncertain as 
life, precarious as health. And sure- 
ly it must be unwise in the greatest 
Gegree, to be lengthening our proe- 
pects . continuing our sins, and slum- 
bering on in our follies, till our Lord 
comeand the door of salvation be for 
ever shut! When his arrival is an- 
nounced—when the physician de- 
ciares all efforts to be vain—or when 
some mortal stroke is received, ali 
will then be confusion and sad regret! 
“ Q that I could have seen my con- 
duct,” would not one in such’ a situa- 
tien say, ‘ in the light in which I now 
view it! My sins—my follics—my 
wasted time! Ovhow bitter the re- 
membrance ! Why did I sport -with 


tie long suffering of my God! Why 


did J reject’ my blessed Redeemer 4 
Why were ak the means of Grace by 
me abused and.derided! The reveal- 
ed will of the Almighty has many 
years in vain been open before me, 
but now ry eyes are about to be clos- 
ed on it for ever ! Lis ministers have 
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urzed me to repent my sins, but from 
his ministers, I shall never more re- 
ceive advice! His sabbaths have been 

rofaned, and never again will ano- 
ther sabbath shine upon me! His 
worship, I had often refused to join 
in, and to sucha privilege shal I ne- 
ver again beinvited! How many days 
and hours have [ sadly wasted, and 
now one day to repént my sins—one 
hour to intercede fur mercy with my 
God, would be of more value to ms 
than ten thousand worlds! ” 

And now, my beloved brethren, J 
am persuaded you willadmit, that it 
is, of all others, the most interesting 
inquiry for man, whose breath is in 
his nostrils, to ascertain his true 
spiritual situation, and to be prepar- 
ed against alfevents. Are you then 
“n the state of the wise or the fvolish 
virgins? Are your lights burning and 
your lamps fully supplied with oil ? 
Are your hearts devoted to God, and 
your lives formed according to his 
tews? Are you in communion with 
your Saviour, and do you place all 
your confidence im his atonement >— 
Are the fruits of grace evident, both 
im your principles and your lives? 
Does your faith overcome the world ? 
Have you put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness? And are al] the 
amiable and pious dispositions, that 
characterise heavenly minds, daily 
improving in your hearts ? These are 
teste, which you cannot mistake ; this 
isa standard, not resting upon the va- 
riable whim of the mind, but con- 
gisting of principles, whose efficacy 
appears in the affections’ and in the 
conduct. If then your lights of grace 
be burning, you may repose in peace, 
fully prepared for the coming of your 
Lord. And at whatever hour he shall 
appear, you will be admitted to en- 
ter in and enjoy that héavenly ban- 
quet, which he has prépared for all 
his faithfal servants—you will enjoy 
happiness, that eyé hath not seen, 
mor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 


ed into the heart ofman to conceive. 
But if you be reposing upon some de- 
lusive imagination, while the light of 
real religion is extinguished ; or if, 
with consciéneés insensible and judg- 
ments perverted, you are easy and 
tranquil in your sins: if you have ne- 
ver appropriated to yourselves the 
benefits of the atonement of Christ, 
by partaking of the sacrament of the 
Lord's Sxpper ; and if you possess 
neither the priaciples of his holy reli- 
gion, nor in your tempers and dispo- 
sitions exhibit the proots of a sanctifi- 
ed heart, wher it shall be announce? 
that death is at hand, what will yo 
do? Canyou really imagine, thet 
froma state of sin and wickedness, 
you can pass, confident and safe, into 
another world? Can you possibly 
hope to be acceptable to God, whens 
you have never studied to please! na¥ 
whom you have ofien treated with iv- 
reverence > 

Wil! a review of your lives, in the 
awful situation of a dying man, yield: 
any ground of true consolation !° Ff 
with your wealth you have doné no 
good—if your time has been’ applied 
to no useftl purpose—if your example 
has spread corruption in the world, 
and borne down and discountenanced 
the religion of Christ—you will look 
back with sad and bitter lamentation. 
And to look forward wil! be sti!l more 
horrible. How willthe language of 
Christ then sound in the ear ofa sim 
ner! “ Phe hour is coming, in which 
“allthat are in their graves shall 
“hear his voice, and shall come 
“forth ; they that have done good 
‘“‘ unto the resurrection of life; and 
“they that have done evil to the re 
“surrection of damnation’”’* ¥ou 
will, no doubt, throw yourselves up- 
on the mercy of God. But would it 
not be far better to secure this in the 
appointed way, before you come to 
such an awful crisis. Mercy, under 
the Christian dispensation, is only 
to be looked for through the merits 


St. John, v: 28. 














































of a Redeemer, and in these merits 
we can have no share without faith. 

think, it m:y be presumed, that 
few reinsin altogether contented in a 
state of sian. There ave, it is true, 
snany delusions—many false and vn- 
founded opinions, that may yield 
some respite trou distress. But real 
sins, that can neither be mistaken, 
nor denied, must vceasion some un- 
easineess ; yet even this, the soul of 
the sinner evades, by fixing some fu- 
ture period, when sin shall be sub. 
dued and repentance accomplished— 
when the will of God shail be the 
sole rule of life—when the terms of 
the Christian covenant shall be strict- 
hy complied with—when devotion and 
business stall have their due share of 
attention— when every day shall close 
with penitence, and every morning 
open with prayer—and thus life shall 
pass in preparing for eternity. These 
fine premises, I fear, betray many.— 
The voluptuary hopes to be able, at 
some not very Gistant period, to 
subdue his vicious propensities The 
worldling looks forward to the com- 
pletion of some scheme that will end 
his avaricious career. The man of 
pleasure feels confident, that a few 
years will destroy his relish for such 
things, and then he will become pi- 
ous and holy. In the mean time, 
sickness comes. ‘Then all is confu- 
sion anddismay. ‘There is much to 
be done, and perhaps neither time, 
nor strength for its performance 

May I not then feel fully assured, 
my beloved brethren, that you are 
convinced, how little is to be trusted 
toa death bed. Let me intreat you, 
for the sake of your immortal souls, 
to act up to such conviction. In fa- 
vour with God—living in obedience 
to his laws—the true and humble fol- 
howers of the blessed Jesus—with the 
noble principles and valuable fruits of 
the holy spirit daily brightening your 
characters more and more, you stand 
won elevated and safe ground, where 
ny accidents can injure you—where 
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even death itself cannot deprive you 
of your quiet, nor prove a terror to 
your souls. 

Healthy and well as you now are, 
I warn you ip the most solemn man- 
ner, and O! that my admonitions 
may sink deep into your souls, to re- 
pent your sins—to forego your follies, 
and to leave nothing to be done at 
the hour of death. And may Almigh- 
ty God bless all your endeavours, and 
crown them with ample success. 





HYMN. 
2nd Sunday in Advent.— Luke 21. 
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In the Sun, and Moon and Stars. 
Signs and wonders shall there be; 

Earth shall quake with inward wars, 
Nations with perplexity. 


Soon shall ocean’s heavy deep, 
‘Tost with stronger tempests, rise ; 
Wilder storms the mountains sweep ; 
Louder thunders rock the skies. 


Evil thoughts shall shake the proud, 
Racking doubt and restless fear , 
And, amid the thunder cloud, 
Shall the Judge of men appear ! 


But, tho’ from that awful face 
Heav’n shall fade and earth shall fly, 
Fear not ye, his chozen race ; 
Your redemption draweth nigh. 
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Those who pay for the Magazine, 
in six months from the time of its 
commencement, will be charged on- 
ly One dollar and fifty cents per ar.- 
num—where payment is longer delay, 
ed, two doljars will be expected, 
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